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NEWS TIPS
WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 25: UD STUDENTS WILL DRIVE TO LUCASVILLE PRISON,
HOLD PRAYER VIGIL FOR PEACEFUL PROTEST OF SCHEDULED EXECUTION
University of Dayton students, staff and faculty will hold a prayer vigil in the
Immaculate Conception Chapel on campus and drive to Lucasville to pray outside the Southern
Ohio Correctional Facility before and during the scheduled execution of Robert Buell
Wednesday, Sept. 25. The vigil and trip to Lucasville are protests against capital punishment.
The state of Ohio is scheduled to execute Buell at 10 a.m. He is to die by injection for the
rape and murder of 11-year-old Krista Harrison.
At 6 a.m., a group of at least six UD students and Mary Niebler, assistant director of
retreats for campus ministry, will leave from Liberty Hall for Columbus to participate in a
prayer vigil outside the Lucasville prison.
At 9:30 a.m., a prayer vigil will be held in Immaculate Conception Chapel for Buell and
his family.
For more information, contact Mary Niebler at (937) 229-2012 or via e-mail at
nieblemc@notes.udayton.edu.
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University, not just in terms of academic preparation, but also in terms of the moral climate,"
she said. "I appreciate the professors and fellow students and enjoy maintaining relationships
with them. I also admire the way the University reaches out to the community and works to
attract students and staff from diverse backgrounds."
In 1968, after working with other teachers and community leaders to incorporate black
history in the curriculum, Peters began serving as a black history resource teacher for the Dayton
Public Schools. She prepared materials and held workshops showing teachers how to
incorporate black history into various disciplines. A course in minority history was instituted,
and she taught African-American history at Colonel White High School.
She began her UD service as a volunteer with the UD black alumni constituency group.
She also was a member of the continuing education committee of the University of Dayton's
board of governors. In 1996, she served on the National Alumni Association's board of
directors. She also served as chair of the NAA' s alumni awards committee.
The National Alumni Association credits Peters, who earned bachelor's degrees in
English and secondary education in 1959 and 1963 respectively, with helping to work with
UD's Student Alumni Council to make the Joe Belle Memorial Award a permanent part of the
legacy of annually honoring UD alumni.
Peters, who earned her master's degree in history in 1972 and a supervisor's certificate
from UD, also served as a volunteer for the 2000 Erma Bombeck Writers' Workshop. In
addition, she worked with UD's office of minority student affairs on the annual Martin Luther
King Jr. School Program Recognition Ceremony and has helped UD recruit students.
Peters is president of the Dayton branch of the Association for the Study of AfricanAmerican Life and History. She writes a weekly column, "From the Root," in the Dayton Weekly

News and is a member of the Dayton Public Schools social studies writing team. She is coeditor of the History of Race Relations in the Miami Valley and is the historian for Zion Baptist
Church in Dayton. She also has written two books, The Ebony Book of Black Achievement (1970)
and Dayton's African American Heritage (1995).
Her commitment to the Dayton community is strong. Since 1993, she has been the
coordinator and a tutor in the Zion Baptist Church free after-school tutorial program. Peters has
been the co-chair of the Martin Luther King Jr. K-12 Art, Poetry and Prose Contest for 17 years
and the Martin Luther King Jr. Scholarship Contest for 16 years. She also chairs the Dayton
Wallpaper Project, an Ohio Bicentennial oral history and theater project, and serves as a board
member of the Education and the Crime and Drugs Monitoring committees of Leaders for
Equality and Action in Dayton.
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